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Curriculum Corner 

The third grade 
visited the 
Orlando Sea Life 
Aquarium where 
they learned 
about sharks and 
the producers and consumers of the ocean. 
They even got to listen to a diver who was 

swimming in the water with the animals as well 
as touch different types of fish. After their trip to 
the aquarium, they went on the Orlando Eye for 
a geography lesson on Orlando. They had a 
great time and enjoyed their field trip!         

Joyful Third Week of Advent 

This third week of Advent was a very joyful one! 
The students participated in Advent Retreat day 
on Wednesday. Each student packed a Box of 
Joy for 
needy 
children 
and 
received 
their own 
joy in the 
giving. 
Father 
Parkes 
spread that joy by handing out the boxes to the 
Intermediate grades Tuesday after Mass as well! 

Congratulations to This 
Year’s 4th and 5th Grade Duke 
Talent Search Students   

Duke University’s Talent Search Program 
identifies students who have achieved 
outstanding academic success through 
standardized test scores in the fourth and fifth 
grades.  Students qualify for this program by 
scoring at the 95th percentile or higher on 
acceptable subtests of the Iowa Test of Basic 
Skills.  Duke offers students an opportunity to 
learn more about their academic talents by 
taking an above grade level test, which was 
developed by ACT for 8th grade students to 
evaluate their academic development.    
Students may also submit a story in the annual 
Duke TIP 4th/5th grade Talent Search Writing 
Contest for the chance to win prizes, recognition 
and publishing opportunities.  Additionally, the 
Duke TIP Book Club challenges students 
through journal keeping, fun activities, and 
blogging with peers.  

Annunciation Catholic Academy is very proud to 
announce the following students qualified for 
Duke’s TIP:   Hannah A., Christopher B., Steven 
B., Augusto B., Ryan C., Colin G., Liam G., 
Ansley H., Vernon H., Mary H., Connor M., 
Penny N., Alberto R., Pierson R., Caroline R., 
Patrick R., Nicholas T., Rick V., Amber V., and 
Bridgette W. 

ACA 



 
Talent Show, Part 1 

This is the first of several articles about our 
annual Talent Show held during Catholic 
Schools Week on Thursday, February 2nd at 
6:30 p.m. We hope you will consider sharing 
your talent with us if you are in the fifth through 
eighth grade. Auditions will be held in mid-
January, so now is the time to start planning 
your act. A sign-up sheet will be posted in the 
cafetorium so that students can be sure their 
songs are appropriate and that no one else is 
using the same song before spending time 
learning them. “Clean” versions are not allowed 
as everyone knows the original lyrics. Any song 
using lyrics must be approved (singing, dancing, 
background music) We like to have a true 
variety show, so please think about talents other 
than singing: dancing, playing instruments, skits, 
jokes, magic tricks, juggling and more. If you 
take private piano lessons or dance classes, 
now is the time to share your gifts with our 
community!! More details to come… 

Gold Stars 

 Congratulations to ACA 4th grader, Anna 
D., for her performance during the Nutcracker 
Ballet over this past weekend. Anna performed 
at the Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts 
in Orlando. Anna has been studying classical 
ballet for the past 5 years at the Orlando Ballet 
School. Great work Anna!   

 NJHS students used money earned from 
the book covering to purchase shoes for 
members of our sister diocese in the Dominican 
Republic.  The students bought 69 pair of shoes 
for children and adults. Gold Stars to the NJHS 
members as well as everyone who supported 
the book covering project! 

Calendar 

December 19 – January 2: No School – Christmas 
Break 

January 3:  Classes Resume – Wear dress 
uniforms for Mass 

 Rosary Club, Room 2, 3:15-4pm 

January 11: Principal’s Coffee, K-2, after Morning 
Prayer in Cafetorium 

January 16: No School – Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day 

January 25: Class Photo Day 

Save the Date 

Annunciation Catholic Academy’s Production of 
Looking Glass Land will be January 20th at 
7:30pm, and January 21st at 6:30pm. Ticketing 
information coming soon.  

Thank a Religious! 

Have you been impacted by the goodness and 
kindness of a religious sister, priest or brother? 
Bishop John Noonan is inviting you to show 
gratitude to these dedicated servants of the Lord 
who have blessed so many by their faithful 
service. 

Bishop John Noonan invites all to participate in 
the Mass for Giving Thanks to God for all those 
in Consecrated Life. The Mass will be celebrated 
Jan. 28th, 2017, at 11am at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of Mary, Queen of the Universe 
(8300 Vineland Ave. in Orlando). The Mass is an 
opportunity to pray with gratitude for the many 
women and men religious who serve the holy 
people of God with dedication and courage. A 
reception will be held immediately following the 
Mass. RSVP to Robert Diaz at 
rdiaz@orlandodiocese.org. 

Please e-mail submissions to:  
kenneyj@annunciationacademy.org 
               
Write STARS in the subject line, 
please. 
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