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Curriculum Corner 

After studying cell 
formation, the 7th 
graders had the 
task to create cell 
models. They had 
the choice of a 
bacteria, virus, 
plant, or animal 
cell (they had to 
specify the cell, such as a neuron, etc.). The 
students did an amazing job! Several models 
are displayed in the media center. If you get a 
chance, please pass by and take a look at them.    

Ms. Dickson’s 5th grade Science classes have 
spent the month of November studying different 
types of energy, specifically focusing on 
potential and kinetic energy. The students 
applied their knowledge while riding 3 different 

rollercoasters on a field trip to Sea World on 
November 17th. As a culminating activity, the 
children designed and constructed their own 
digital rollercoaster which included using 
trajectories and hydraulic lifts, various track 

shapes and loops, 
inserting figures 
such as 
animatronics and 
props, and various 
special effects. A 
great time was had 
by all!  

Happy New Year! 

The season of Advent, which started last 
Sunday, is the beginning of the liturgical year for 
us as Catholics. Throughout these four weeks, 
we are called to prepare our hearts and minds 
for the second coming of Christ and for the 
anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas. Our 
Advent devotions, such as Advent wreaths and 
Advent calendars, help us to prepare for the 
birth of Christ through prayer and action.   

This year at ACA, our Advent theme is Made for 
Joy.  Mary proclaimed, “My soul rejoices in God, 
my Savior,” as she prepared to bring Christ into 
the world. Following her example, we will spend 
this season celebrating the joy that Christ has 
brought into our lives and sharing that joy with 
others as we seek to bring Christ to them.  We 
welcome you to join us in the courtyard each 
day as we come together for a special Advent 
prayer and light the candles on our Advent 
wreath. We encourage you to participate in the 
Box of Joy parish outreach and contribute 
necessities and gifts that will bring joy to those in 
need around the world and in our community. 
Gift slips are available in the front office. We 
invite you to embrace this season of preparation 
at home through prayer, conversation and the 
celebration of joy together as a family.   

Advent Writing Contest 

There is an Advent Writing Contest being held 
for grades K-2 and 3-5. Students are to write a 
poem or essay about what Advent means to 
them. Entries need to be turned in by Monday, 
December 6th. They can be turned in to Mrs. 
Ryan in Room 1, or to classroom teachers. 

Paper Rolls Needed 

The intermediate grades are in need of empty 
toilet paper and paper towel rolls for an Advent 
retreat activity. Please send them in to Room 1. 
Thank you for your help.  
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The Hour of Code 

We live in a world surrounded by technology. 
We know that whatever field our students 
pursue as adults, their ability to succeed will 
increasingly hinge on understanding how 
technology works. But only a tiny fraction of us 
are learning computer science, and fewer 
students are studying it than they were a decade 
ago. Our 
school is 
joining in 
on the 
largest 
learning 
event in 
history: 
The Hour 
of Code.  
 
We are excited that students in Pre-K through 
eighth grade at Annunciation Catholic Academy 
and Pre-School, and their teachers, will 
participate in The Hour of Code again this year. 
To continue bringing programming activities to 
your children or to involve the rest of the 
members of your family in The Hour of Code, 
please visit http://hourofcode.com/us for details. 

NJHS Forms Deadline 
Approaching 

The deadline for turning in NJHS community 
service and extracurricular forms for 7th and 8th 
grade applicants is Friday, Dec. 16th, by the end 
of the school day. Forms may be turned in 
earlier, if they are complete. Current members 
must turn in their community service forms by 
the application deadline as well. Extracurricular 
forms are not needed for current members. 
Make sure all assignments have been turned in 
on time as missing assignments will affect your 
grade average. Plan ahead for this if you have 
travel plans and will not be in school. Grades will 
be calculated based on the grades students 
have the day we leave for break. Forms can be 
downloaded from the website under Student 
Life, then Middle School, then Organizations. 
Scroll down to NJHS and the links for the forms 
and criteria for application are at the bottom of 
the paragraph about NJHS. Students may also 
pick up forms in the Resource room. Please 
contact Mrs. Aziz if you have additional 
questions. 

 Calendar 

December 6: Rosary Club 

December 8: Mass – Holy Day of Obligation: 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
Christmas Band Concert 7pm Cafetorium 

December 13: Junior Quill Meeting Room 1 

December 14: Starry Night 6:30-8:30pm Parish Campus 

December 19 – January 2: No School – Christmas 

Break 

January 3:  Classes Resume 

Personalized Messages for 
Cast and Crew of Looking 
Glass Land 

Don't forget to submit personalized message 
orders for the cast and crew of this year's play, 
Looking Glass Land.  Orders can be submitted 
via the printed order form (to Mrs. Ashley) or 
email (to sherylenders@yahoo.com).  Please 
submit your order form, or a copy of your email, 
and your payment to Mrs. Ashley in a sealed 
envelope by December 12, 2016.   

Gold Stars 

 Congratulations to 
Kevin and Keegan, whose 
team won League 
Championship at Forest 
City Little League.  
Way to go!  

 

Junior Quill 
Meeting Coming Soon 

The next Junior Quill meeting will be on 
Tuesday, December 13th.  It will be held from 
3:15-3:45 in room 1.  

 
Please e-mail submissions to:  
kenneyj@annunciationacademy.org 
               
Write STARS in the subject line, 
please. 
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